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By Bill Olson 

W hat do you do when you don’t know 
what to do? How do you manage your 

life when challenging life circumstances seem to be 
the things that are managing you? How do you 
make plans when many things around you are in 
a constant state of change and disruption? How 
do you maintain a faith perspective when disap-
pointments and discouragements are the dominat-
ing narrative surrounding your current story? 
 

These are, but a few of, the soul-searing questions 
that arise in seasons of uncertainty. 
 

As we work our way through some of this, I must 
first offer a bit of a spoiler. I don’t have all the   
answers, nor am I interested in providing quick fix 
quotable quips as some sort of patch over real 
doubts, fears, and the confusion that comes with 
seasons of uncertainty. The fact is — these are 
some hard times, and discerning the right path 
and continuing to discover our destiny in the midst 
of it all is equally hard. 
 

F irst, let’s get a few things out of the way. 
For those of us who believe in a good God, 

who has good plans, and has predestined us for 
good works — uncertainty doesn’t change any of 
that. We love God, we trust Him, and we know 
that His word is a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path. We also know that we win in the 
end. We know that there is a new Jerusalem com-
ing down out of heaven, like a bride adorned. We 
know that He will wipe away every tear and that 
there will be no more death and no more sorrow 
and that He will make all things new. He is our 
God and we are His people. 
 

Being certain of something doesn’t minimize 
the impact of uncertainty. 
 

It’s kind of like the encounter that Jesus had with 
a man who had a son greatly troubled by an evil 
spirit. Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all 
things are possible to him who believes.”  Immedi-
ately the father of the child cried out and said with 
tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 
 

Here’s the thing: belief and unbelief can   
reside in the same soul. That’s the real 
wrestle in seasons of uncertainty, times of 
transition, and jarring glitches in the        
matrix. 
 

For me, processing usually takes on a few different 
forms. It’s writing or it’s worship. Most times, it’s a 
bit of both. When it comes to writing, there’s just 
something about trying to find the words to       
express the inexpressible. I find that even the     
attempt, to find the language to articulate the feel-
ings and frustrations that fester in the soul,         
actually does something good for me. King David 
did that in his writings in the Psalms. His honest 
to God evaluations and expressions were a neces-
sary part of the process en route to a more eternal 
perspective. 
 

W hen it comes to worship, I love how 
Asaph expressed it in Psalm 73:16-17, 

when he wrote, “When I thought how to under-
stand this, it was too painful for me — until I went 
into the sanctuary of God.” There’s just something 
supernatural that happens when our ears hear our 
mouths declare the praises of Him Who called us 
out of darkness into His marvelous light. Praise, in 
its most raw form, is actually transportation. 
Praise takes us from where we are to where He is 
— in an extremely short period of time. It’s like a 
fast pass at Disneyland. It’s a true game changer 
when life isn’t the happiest place on earth. 

Continued on Page 2 

Steve and Taffy Carpenter were called to  
Jerusalem from Portland, Oregon.  Now, they 
are Israeli citizens along with their 3 children 
who currently serve in the IDF.  Kelowna    
Harvest Church Supports Steve and Taffy on 
a monthly basis, to help see the work in Israel 
continue.  This month Steve brings us an    
encouraging word all the way from Israel. 



Beginning: January 15, 2025 

Time: 7:00PM 
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 So, back to navigating seasons of uncertainty. 
 

N avigation usually involves four categories: land, air, wa-
ter, and space — and it is the process of monitoring and 

controlling the movement from one place to another. For this 
writing, I’d like to break it down this way: 
 Land — who I am. 
 Air — what I breathe. 
 Water — what I say. 
 Space — where I am going. 
 

LAND: WHO I AM “One must know oneself.” — Blaise Pascal 
Identity is at the very core of nearly everything we will ever do or 
ever become — and it really is a big deal. Just as the land 
quakes when the tectonic plates shift in the earth’s deepest core, 
so our identity can be shaken when our world shifts and the ex-
pected stability upon which we placed our trust begins to shake 
all around us — whether that be cultural, spiritual, political, or 
familial. This can create an unexpected soul instability.  Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin is known for saying, “We are not physi-
cal beings having a spiritual experience; we are spiritual 
beings having a physical experience.” 
 

I believe this reminds us to return to our primal identity as a child 
of God. I belong to Him. I’ve been bought with a price. Without 
Him I can do nothing. Through Him I can do all things. He is 
the vine. I am the branch. Nothing is impossible to them who   
believe. I am who He says I am. He will never leave me nor for-
sake me. Life is a vapor. This earth is not my final resting place. 
We will always be with Him and forever is a very long time. 
 

These biblical statements and themes are like identity waypoints 
in our journey through seasons of uncertainty. Remembering who 
I am and remembering who He is are the two main markers to 
keep our eyes securely fixed on. There is a lot that we don’t 
know, but holding on to what we do know will produce an inter-
nal calm and composure that steadies our souls when the ground 
beneath us begins to shake. 
 

AIR: WHAT I BREATHE “Freedom is the oxygen of the soul.” 
— Moshe Dayan 

J ust as oxygen is necessary for our bodies to function and 
thrive, freedom is crucial for our souls to flourish. Without 

oxygen, life cannot exist; and without freedom, we cannot truly 
live fulfilling lives. 
 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 
Galatians 5:1 
 

Uncertainty carries with it a dreaded feeling that my plans are in 
some kind of paralysis and that life is just static and sedentary. 
This makes it hard to really move forward. Confronting that lie is 
so important when navigating through seasons of uncertainty. 
The truth is, “whom the Son sets free is free indeed.” We have 
been delivered from the bondage of soul slavery and the angst 

that accompanies the presence of uncertainty. Uncertainties are 
temporary, and much like a mirage, they cause us to imagine 
things that will never actually manifest. The freedom that God 
provides is real, it’s practical, it’s tangible and it’s eternal. This 
freedom is the oxygen our soul needs to flourish. 
 

I have always loved the song, “Breathe” written by Marie Bar-
nett. Her song became one of the most-played worship songs in 
churches around the world and has been recorded by numerous 
artists. Her honest and intimate lyrics are: 
 

This is the air I breathe,  Your holy presence living in me 
This is my daily bread, Your very word spoken to me 
And I, I'm desperate for you, And I, I'm lost without you 
 

I  know what it feels like to take 50 deep breaths a day. Living 
in a nation at war. Three children serving in the army in elite 

intelligence units and combat-heavy operational roles. As a    
parent, the knowing and not knowing are equally difficult. 
Learning not to be held hostage by the gravity of earthly realities 
and somehow harnessing a hope that lifts me high above it all 
has been my constant ambition. Yeah, “this is the air I breathe, 
Your holy presence living in me.” Thank you, Marie. 
 

Breathing His freedom, one inhale and exhale at a time, helps 
navigate the soul through long lasting seasons of uncertainty. 
 

WATER: WHAT I SAY “To give your positive or negative   
attention to something is a way of giving energy.” — Masaru 
Emoto 
 

In my early thirties, I was given a book entitled, “The Hidden 
Messages in Water” by the Japanese businessman, author and 
pseudoscientist, Masaru Emoto. In his studies, Emoto found that 
water exposed to positive words and intentions formed beautiful, 
symmetrical crystalline structures when the water was frozen, 
while water exposed to negative words and intentions formed 
disorganized, asymmetrical structures. It is a fascinating discov-
ery and a brilliant, somewhat scientific, way of saying what has 
long been written in the Bible. 
 

Solomon, Israel’s wisest King, wrote in Proverbs 18:21, “Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue.” 
 

One of the most interesting revelations that Masaru Emoto      
unpacked in his book, after he showed the crystal images of       
frozen water exposed to both positive and negative words, was 
that we, as humans, are made up of about 60% water. Infants 
have an even higher water percentage, which is between 75-80%. 
What we say matters. Words have power and they are a creative 
force. 
I can choose to complain or be grateful. I can choose to 
be bitter or to forgive. I can choose to be negative or pos-
itive. Either way, what I say really matters, whether it’s 
an internal script on loop in my brain, or actual words 
said out loud. 

Continued  from page 1 
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J esus said in Luke 6:45, “A good man out of the good treasure 
of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil 

treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of 
the heart his mouth speaks”. 
 

Solomon is credited with saying, “The king's heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wish-
es.” Proverbs 21:1 
 

Watching and weighing our words, in seasons of uncertainty, is 
critical as we navigate through the troubled and turbulent wa-
ters. I have often found myself saying the very same words that 
Jesus said when the storm raged around Him in a boat on the 
Sea of Galilee. He said, “Peace, be still”, and the wind and the 
waves obeyed. 
 

Our souls will obey too when we speak words of peace. Jesus 
said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
He also said in John 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribu-
lation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
 

SPACE: WHERE I AM GOING “What we do in life echoes in 
eternity.”— Maximus Decimus Meridius (Gladiator 2000) 
 

One of Maximus’ most profound and important lines is spoken 
right at the beginning of Gladiator, as the Roman Legion is     
preparing for battle with the barbarians in Germania. Speaking 
to his soldiers, Maximus assures them that “what we do in life     
echoes in eternity,” teaching them not to fear death as they will 
be rewarded for their bravery in the next life. 
 

Snapshots and motion pictures 

I  love pictures and I also love movies. In the early days of film 
making, films were created by capturing a sequence of still 

images (photographs) and then projecting them quickly — typi-
cally at 16 to 24 frames per second. This created the illusion of 
motion, thanks to a phenomenon called persistence of vision, 
where the human brain blends individual images into a continu-
ous stream. 
 

Uncertainty tempts us to view life by evaluating a single snap 
shot, when it is but one small part of a much larger story. The 

challenge is to just keep moving with “persistence of vision” and 
stay in faith forward motion one step at a time. Holding an end-
game eternal perspective is absolutely vital in order to navigate 
earthy challenges and extended seasons of uncertainty. Jesus 
modeled this perspective and the writer of Hebrews expressed it 
this way in the first three verses of chapter 12: 
 

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility 
from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and dis-
couraged in your souls.” 
 

O ur times and seasons are in His hands. Like He spoke to 
Jeremiah, he speaks to us, “For I know the thoughts that I 

think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 
 

His overwhelming love for us carries such an amazing promise 
with it, for He said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You be-
lieve in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am.” 
 
We really do have so much to look forward to. He is preparing a 
place for us. 
 

If you are still reading, thank you for going on this short 
journey with me. As I mentioned, I process through writ-
ing, and maybe this is just me processing. If it happened 
to provide you with some needed perspective, well, then 
I’m blessed. 
 

I’ll end with this:  For sure, navigating seasons of uncertainty is a 
challenge. I think for me, the four things I shared about identity, 
freedom, words, and destiny are really an essential toolkit 
that is absolutely helping me through this challenging season — 
and I really hope that it will help you too. 
 

                                                                              -Steve Carpenter 
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June 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Men’s Meat & 

Mentorship 

Men’s Meat & 

Mentorship 

…July Long Weekend... 

 

 

Men’s Meat & 

Mentorship 



June Bible Reading  
Challenge: 

Monthly donations are made to this 

and other Children’s Homes      

around the globe. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

WEBSITE:  
rra.ca/give 

ETRANSFER:  
give@theharvest.ca   

CASH:  
   Deposit during weekly services 

By Karen Horton 

  

Dearest Friends, 
 

I  am Akwasi Konadu, and I grew up in the Agape       
Children’s Home. With a heart full of gratitude, I’m     

eager to share my story, reflecting on the incredible journey I’ve been     
privileged to experience thanks to your unwavering support.  
  
I was born in Asamang, a small town in the Asante region here in Ghana. My 
life was marked by both beauty and challenges. Tragically, I lost both      
parents at just four years old. My grandmother, a tireless farmer, struggled 
to provide for me. Despite her efforts, it became clear I needed more     
support. 
 
That’s when God intervened through Pastor Rick and Donna, who became my 
mom and dad. Their love and care transformed my world, providing the      
stability and nurturing I desperately needed. 
  

G rowing up at Agape Children Home was pivotal. The home provided neces-
sities like clothing and shelter but also became a haven where I thrived. 
Most importantly, it was here that I discovered my faith in Jesus Christ. Accepting Him as my Lord and 
personal Savior was a turning point in my life, rekindling hope and purpose in me. The values and teachings I 
received at Agape Children’s Home shaped my character and guided me through my formative years. 
 
I completed my high school education at Agape Academy International in 2020, which laid a strong          
foundation for my future aspirations. I am proud to share that I recently graduated from Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science and Technology with a Bachelor’s degree in Petroleum Engineering. This achievement 
isn’t just mine; it’s a testament to your love and support, and of those who have believed in me. 
  
As in many countries, Ghana has a mandatory one-year national service for college graduates. I’m excited to 
share that I am using this year to serve at Agape House New Testament Church under Pastor Rick. This is a 
perfect opportunity for me to give back to the community that gave me so much, which is a fulfilling          
experience! 
  
As I reflect on my journey, I realize my success is a collective achievement, made possible by your generosi-
ty and kind sponsors like you. 
  
Thank you again for your generosity and belief in me. Your support has profoundly impacted my life, and I’m 
forever grateful. 
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AGAPE CHILDREN’S HOME 

THE BOOK OF 
GALATIANS 

G alatians has been called the “Declaration of Independence of Christian Liberty.”  
The Book of Galatians, written by the apostle Paul, is a powerful defense of the 

gospel and a passionate plea for freedom in Christ. It addresses the issue of justification 
by faith, not by works of the law, and emphasizes the importance of the Holy Spirit in 
the believer's life.   
 

Paul describes the nature of Christian living as being empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
characterized by love, joy, peace, and other spiritual fruits.   
 

I n essence, Galatians is a powerful statement about the freedom and grace that are 
available in Christ. It challenges believers to embrace the true gospel, live by the 

Spirit, and reject the burdens of legalism.  
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JUNE 7th & 8th 
Special Meetings with Marc 

Brisebois. 
 

Apostle Marc Brisebois is 

coming back to KH CHURCH  
 

 SATURDAY JUNE 7TH Marc will be doing 

some leadership training open to anyone 

interested.  2:00PM in the Harvest Meet-

ing Room. Sign-up required due to limited 

space. 
 

 SUNDAY JUNE 8TH Marc will be speaking 

at our regular evening church service 

6:00PM. 

HERE IS A SNEAK PREVIEW OF  
JULY AND AUGUST 2025!  

We will be hosting a “SUMMER OF WORSHIP”. 

   8 Days of Worship & His Presence  
   Fellowship Dinners 
 Guest Worship Leaders 

MEN MENTORING MEN 

CONTINUING FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

The War Room is open  

Wednesdays/Fridays 

from 12:00-2:00pm 
 

AND 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

6:30PM 

Come and contend 

with others for the 

promises of God! 

June 21, 2025 
JOEL & SARAH PEDERSON 

Are moving to Saskatchewan  and we want to send 
them off with a Harvest Blessing. 

We will be having food, fellowship and worship.     
Registration is required. 

Email info@theharvest.ca or sign up at church. 

This will be in lieu of our Sunday Evening Service 

If you can help out please email  

Nicole at  

info@theharvest.ca 

A NIGHT OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

THURSDAY JUNE 5TH   6:30PM 
Kelowna Events Centre 
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LOVE PROTECTS SO PROPHECY PROTECTS! 

T he Greek word for” protects” is “stego” It means to cover 
over with silence, to keep a secret: to conceal ; by covering 

to keep off something which threatens. Confidentiality is crucial 
in any ministry that deals with vulnerability and hurts of people. 

We must use discretion when seeing into a person’s past, present and future. Asking oneself 
whether we would like our past to be exposed is a good plumb line. Prophetic ministry must rise 
to keep words given to others safe and secure so no one has to fear being exposed. That is why 
we stress in Prophetic company to ask the Holy Spirit to show us the gold and treasure in the 
person we are ministering to.  

I n the book of Daniel, God is referred of as the revealer of secrets. Daniel 2:47: The king         
answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a reveal-

er of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.” Prophecy is God sharing secrets with His 
friends. The story of Sodom and Gomorrah illustrates this very well. God shared the secrets of 
the city’s future not to expose the sin of the city, but to reveal the heart of a leader —Abraham. 
Genesis 18:17-18 “Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I’m about to do?       
Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed through him.” Abraham could be trusted with secrets because he understood the heart of 
God. Also, Abraham could offer a covering or protection because of his God-given call to be a 
blessing to all nations on the earth. A faithful, trustworthy spirt conceals and protects. We must 
remember the scripture “A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a 
matter.” Proverbs 11:13.  

This is a lesson I learned the hard way. I gave a word back in 
my early prophetic days (many years ago) and shared with a 
couple of others. Not only did I share the word but also what I 
saw in the spirit. It got back to the person which was devastat-
ing not only to the person, but revealed the heart that I had at 
the time. It exposed that not only did I carry “loose lips” but I 
was full of pride that I could see the sin in the person’s life. I’m 
reminded that “Loose lips sinks ships.” ( this saying was created by the War Advertising Council 
in the US and used on posters during World War 2) Imagine if secrets were exposed on the     
battlefield. We are in a battle and we must guard our tongues and keep things shared in confi-
dentiality just that: Confidential. We must be careful in what we share as a testimony. Sometimes, 
we share out of the excitement of blessing someone with what God showed us. Where possible, 
we should honour one another by asking the    receiver of the word if it’s okay to share. Some-
times, it isn’t your story to tell—It is theirs.  

P rophecy protects a person’s Identity. This is so very key today. Prophecy reminds a person 
how heaven sees them. Mary, Jesus mother, protected the words spoken over her son. She 

treasured them and preserved them from becoming lost. In prophetic communities ,we help     
protect the heavenly identity and destiny by reminding one another of who we are as a new      
creation in Christ Jesus. When we know who we are in Christ, it allows us to regard one another 
from a heavenly view rather than an earthly one. I love what Dan Mccollum says in his book, 
“Love and prophecy”: “Prophecy peeks behind the curtains of heaven to reveal the truest you. It 
shows what you look like seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6)  

The prophetic protocol that Prophecy always protects is so that our goal becomes to know one 
another after the Spirit and protect people in love.  

      PROPHECY ALWAYS PROTECTS By Karen Horton 

Prophetic ministry must 
rise to keep words given to 
others safe and secure so 
no one has to fear being 

exposed.  
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ACROSS

1 Paul's new partner to Jerusalem. Ch2

3 God does not show ____. Ch2

5 One who takes care of the heir. Ch4

6 She bears slave children. Ch4

7 God cannot be ____Ch6

8 Some are throwing you into ____. Ch1

12 Under the law we were held in ____Ch3

14 Those who have faith are his children.

Ch3

16 The slave child cannot have this. Ch4

17 The Galatians were ____ the faith Ch1

19 Paul warns not to indulge this. Ch5

22 We were redeemed from it through

Christ. Ch3

23 We are ____ by faith. Ch2

24 It's possible to fall away from this. Ch5

25 You cannot be a ____ and please

people. Ch1

DOWN

2 Each should test his own. Ch6

3 We were set free for this. Ch5

4 Run this well. Ch5

5 Don't be ____Ch6

6 God's child is also God's ____Ch4

9 Cephas did not act in line with the ____

of the Gospel. Ch2

10 Keep ____ the truth. Ch5

11 Paul used to do this to the church. Ch1

12 Faith makes us God's ____ Ch3

13 Children are not ____.Ch4

15 We are to carry these for each other.

Ch6

16 The child born of a promise.Ch4

18 Paul preached to this group of

people.Ch2

20 The Gospel is not from human ____ Ch1

21 If you sow, you will also do this. Ch6
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