FEBRUARY 2025
Volume 6, Issue 2

HARVEST MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL

KELOWNA HARVEST NEWSLETTER

MISSIG

ebruary is the month of love and is our

annual Missions Month! Love is about
giving. Jesus Christ himself gave himself
because He loved us so much.

Here at Kelowna Harvest Church, Steve
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missions outreaches and our monthly
commitments that we are a part of, world CHURCH ADDRESS:
wide. Thank you to those who give to

#100-2041 Harvey Ave.

Horton runs our missions department and our Wings of Hope program. You have Ke\'l‘:";’:’é_?c
has provided us with a brief layout of our impacted lives more than you know.
Continued on Page 2... Phone: 236-420-1980
Email:
info@theharvest.ca

A LIFE STORY

y parents were divorced when | was three

years old, my father left my mom with four
kids trying to survive on welfare. He only came
around every two or three years and never paid
any child support... we didn’t have much growing
up. When | was in grade one we had to make
crafts for Father’s Day, my brother and |, being in
the same class, decided to give what we made to
our grandfather. He tore up our gifts and said
angrily, | am NOT your father!

It was after that rejection, | began to think a lot
about suicide. | tried to kill myself a few times but
couldn’t bring myself to go through with it. Since |
couldn’t end my life, | started to live with a death
wish. | became very angry and violent, fighting
anyone at any time, is how | lived. | started doing
drugs, having sex and | joined a gang when | was
13yrs old. It didn't seem like | had a choice, my
father was gone, my mother drank, did drugs and
was very abusive both physically and verbally.

| felt like | had to make it on my own so | started
growing and selling marijuana and guns, | had a
good work ethic, so whatever | put my mind to,
would flourish. Unfortunately, | was raised by
gangster rap, movies, and drugs of all kinds. By
the time | was 15 years old | was in a juvenile
detention center. Before my time away | was

By John Ashby

Check out our
website at
www.theharvest.ca
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about five feet tall and maybe 130 pounds; when
| got out, | was six feet tall and 185 pounds.

When | was coming out of detention, my oldest
brother and five of our friends were going in for
beating a rival gang member almost to death;
leaving me and a few guys to continue the fight
and stick up for our name in town.

was the youngest, and could be relied on to do
the crazy stuff, like drive by shootings, burning
rivals houses, etc. One day we had a party while

my brother was still in jail, and the next toughest JOIN OUR EMAIL
guy in town who would always fight my brother BY SCANNING
showed up and started being disrespectful THE QR CODE

because he thought no one else would fight... he
was wrong. | decided | had heard enough so |
beat him almost to death, in fact | would have
killed him, but thankfully five of my friends pulled
me off him. | made it very clear that my intention
was to kill him and any body who disrespected
my family or friends, and if they were not willing to
do the same, they were no longer welcome to be
a part of the gang.

WHAT'S INSIDE?

Missions Month Info | 2

February Calendar | 4

Life Story Continued | 5

Some guys straightened out their lives, only a
handful stayed loyal to me and branched out to
larger gangs as our childhood one had died off.
One day a friend reached out to me because he

ProphecyisKind | 6

February Stuff 7

Crossword 8

Continued on Page 5...




MISSION MONTH

OUR VISION:

To assist in the education of at-risk children.
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To work with child trafficking agencies to bring an end to child trafficking.

To work locally to support at-risk children in Kelowna.

To assist families to create income to support their own children in their homes via micro-loans.
To support orphanages and schools in war torn countries around the world.

To bring transformation to regions of conflict through education

OUR MISSION:

We are a Christian organization who are Christ's hand extended;
working with the poor and oppressed to promote transformation,
justice and to share the good news of Christ.

OUR VALUES:

We believe in the equal value of every human being and the
importance of respecting and honoring each individual.

+ We believe in urgent action, innovation, and the necessity of
transformation.

¢ Learning is fundamental to success, and we strive to support
educational opportunities for all children.

We are accountable to the people and partners we serve,
sharing our results, stories, and lessons.

We believe that by embracing differences, actively including a
variety of voices, and joining together we can solve many
complex problems.

We challenge ourselves to the highest level of performance,
tapping the best of the human spirit to create impact.

We challenge ourselves to be compassionate to the needy, the
poor, and the downtrodden.

We believe we are doing the work of Christ on the earth,
bringing God’s Kingdom to earth!

To provide homes to street children.

THESE ARE THE PROJECTS WE CURRENTLY SUPPORT WITH PRAYERS AND FINANCES!!

1. HEROES OF THE NATION CHILDREN’S HOME - Kenya

and nurturing community. From arrival on campus, children are taught that they are J& 1

unique, special and destined for greatness. Each child receives an excellent education

enabling them to go on to become leaders in their community.

2. JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN: in Pasig City, Philippines

JLLCF desires to be God's instrument in caring for and nurturing of Filipino children in the Barangay Pinagbuhatan slum within Metro
Manila: through provision of Christian education opportunities; provision of arts, sports & recreational activities; improving health and
nutrition; development of partnerships, to facilitate access by families to socio-economic resources.

3. JUBILEE HOME: in Bangalore, India

JH rescues children of women enslaved in brothels who would be entering the sex trade by the age of 7 if not rescued. Home workers and
volunteers provide food shelter, medical care, nurture and Christian based education within a vibrant faith-based environment for the

purposeful restoration of the children and women.

4. WE IGNITE NATIONS (W.LN.) : in Northern India:

‘”*“‘ WIN is a Christian, humanitarian organization, empowering communities to overcome
poverty and injustice with sustainable win-win solutions. We fight child slavery and

<"
: ” trafficking through our rescue, awareness and prevention efforts.



https://www.care.org/our-work/reports-and-resources/
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/
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5. SUUBI CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER: in Kampala, Uganda

SCDC was established with the purpose of providing free education to neighborhood orphans and
other underprivileged children in the community. The vision expanded to opening a boarding house so
N that the orphaned children not only receive an education, but also have their physical needs met.
! Emphasis is placed not only on addressing the children’s educational needs, but also on instilling
* Christian values and promoting healthcare through good hygiene and HIV prevention education.

—y

6. GIDEON’S ORPHANS AND WIDOWS INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT ORG:(GOWIDO)

At GOWIDO, in Kenya, our mission is to help orphans and widows in our community to live a healthy 3
life free from hunger, ignorance, and disease; and to nurture an alkround character in terms of
social, emotional, spiritual, physical and intellectual well-being through experiential learning. i

7. JUSTICE RISING : D.R. Congo
The problem in war zones is out of school children are at risk of becoming child soldiers and
child brides, further perpetuating the cycle of poverty and war. Quality education and community
empowerment programs have proven to help reverse the effects of war and break the cycle of
conflict. We believe we can reach 3,000+ children in war with education. Join us to
empower a generation to rise up out of the cycle of war.

8. AGAPE CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY : Kisumu, Kenya

Abuse, rebellion, neglect — broken relationships lead many children to flee their homes to live on
Kenya's streets, a place where forgiveness is neither given nor received easily. But as these
children learn of Christ's love and sacrifice, they learn that forgiveness is possible. And as
they learn to forgive those that have wronged them, they begin to seek the forgiveness of
those that they too have wronged. Reconciliation is the powerful catalyst for family reunifica-
tion.

9. PROVISION OF HOPE - Liberia
POH's vision and purpose in Liberia is to reach out to the many war afflicted orphans, widows and refugees,

® . justice and will lead Liberia into the freedom that God has always intended. Provision of Hope is an
advocate of God’s heart for the poor and the needy to love as He loves and be a voice for the innocent... the

suffering children.
W,

10. FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Kelowna ~

approximately 700 students a healthy start to the day, which in turn promotes learning. Their Starfish
Backpack program gives over 225 students and their families food for the weekend. They have sent out
over 65,000 breakfasts and 4000 backpacks this school year alone!

OKANAGAN VALLEY 111. OKANAGAN VALLEY PREGNANCY CARE CENTRE

The Okanagan Valley Pregnancy Care Centre is a Christian charitable organization that is
Preg nan Cy dedicated to helping women and their partners explore all pregnancy options; giving access
Ca re Ce ntre to accurate information and the space and time needed to make a well-informed decision
and to help care for mothers who choose to keep their children.



https://www.wingsofhopecanada.org/
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LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP FOR
REGISTER TODAY!

SEMI AR This seminar is about recognizing our broken places

and inviting Jesus into them. It’s about moving
forward in greater power. It’s about the power of
prayer and declaration, repentance and worship,
forgiveness and love.
It’s about laughter and weeping,
deliverance and freedom, rebirth and dedication.
Come expecting to be touched and changed.

JAN 31ST - FEB 1ST

The Wrong Thing to Say

Today is Mine, It is unique, no
one in the world has

one exactly like it.

It is the sum of all of my past
experiences and all of my
tuture potential.

I can fill it with joyous memories
or ruin it with fruitless worry.
If frightening thoughts of the
tuture come into my head
I can put them away—they
cannot spoil it...
Today is MINE!

| ted

A husband and wife are getting ready for bed.

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE G ATEWAY

As the wife is standing in front of the mirror
she takes a hard look at herself.

“Look at me,” she says, “I look like an old
woman—I have wrinkles on my face, my arms
are flabby, and my hair is dull and grey.”
Looking at her husband she smiles and says,
“Say something positive about me that will
make me feel better.”

The poor husband paused for a few moments
and sweetly said, “Well, there is nothing wrong
with your eyesight.”

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY

(See s G-

AINE, PON'T BE MY VALENTINE ... I'M
SURE THERE ARE PLENTY OF OTHER STORK
GIRLS ON THE ARK WHO WOULP LOOOOQOVE
TO
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had been robbed of some drugs that belonged to some very
dangerous people. | knew who it was, so | beat and tortured
them until | got the whole story and all of the drugs back. Need-
less to say, that gang wanted me to join them. | refused to join
but would do jobs for them, collecting debts and punishing those
who couldn’t pay, | had made quite a name for myself.

hen | was about twenty, | was accused of stealing some

drugs from friends. One day they showed up at a party to
jump me with baseball bats. | got a fifty shot semiautomatic rifle
and fired 37 bullets into a car with four people in it. In the morn-
ing when my anger had subsided, | truly hoped | hadn’t hurt
anyone; miraculously nobody was hit although the car looked
like Swiss cheese. Shortly after this | decided to leave town to
go work for a gang selling cocaine. | did very well until my drug
habit caught up with me.

In one case, a guy paid some kid who worked for me to kill me.
One day | was leaving one of my drug houses and | heard a
bang and felt a burning in my shoulder, | turned around and
there was the kid hired to kill me. He dropped the gun, saying he
was sorry. | picked it up and hit him with it until his mother and
sister convinced me to stop. | did on the condition that they get
the bullet out of me. | left town after that, because something
came over me, and | no longer wanted to hurt people.

| decided to go back home and quietly grow marijuana and stay
away from the gang life, but quickly | had to enlist my older
brothers to help with my many fields. That turned out to be a
mistake because my oldest brother tried to kill me and take it all.

One day | was lying on a couch in a camper when he burst in
and started dumping gasoline all over me. | could see the gas
moving toward an electric heater on the floor, so | grabbed him
and pushed him out the door. Before | could get out, | went up
in flames. | slid in some wet grass and pulled off my jacket, that
took care of most of it, but my hand, foot and top of my head
were still on fire, | found a ditch on the property and put the
remaining fire out. Just then, all the ammo | had stored in the
trailer started to go off; my brother took off and | went to the
hospital in an ambulance. | had been burnt on over sixty percent
of my body. The first thing | noticed was that | was missing a
nipple! | was troubled by this as | did not want to be disfigured
but | didn’t realize how bad my face was.

t was the third day in the intensive care unit and | was coming

back from having a cigarette with my mother, when a little girl
saw me and ran away crying. | looked at my mother and asked
‘what was that all about?” she asked me if | had seen myself, |
said “no, why is it bad?” She told me to look in a mirror, because
that was the reason no one else would come and visit me. After
my mom left, | mustered up the courage to look. What | saw was

utterly disgusting! The tip of my nose was gone along with the
tips of my ears. My lips were so swollen, they looked like they
were going to pop, and there was a mesh holding my face
together, it was covered in yellow stinking puss.

In that moment, | started to think about all the times | had almost
died, going back to when | was young, and still, was not able to
end my life. | realized no matter how much | wanted to die
someone was keeping me alive. | decided it could only be God,
so | said, “God if you want me to change my life for good, you
will heal me from this”, not thinking to much more about it |
remained in the hospital three more days before being sent to a
burn specialist in Vancouver, as many skin grafts would be
needed. On the seventh day they unwrapped me, and to the
shock of everyone, they could not tell | had been burnt! | agreed
to one blood sample, and when it came back the doctor said
there was no way for a human being to have a white cell count
that high and be alive! |, however, was more concerned about
the promise | had made to God to be good! | didn’t know what
that meant, and | had been bad for so long.

feared the Lord because | knew He had the power to heal me,

and | wanted to keep my end of the deal. | wrote a list of
things | thought | had to do to be a good person; things like get a
normal job, stop doing drugs, start a family, and various other
things to do with healthy living. As | started working on my list, |
was able to do almost everything except put the drugs down. |
was also battling bad PTSD.

It was soon after that, that | met my wife. Nicole saw the good in
me and helped and encouraged me to stop the drugs for good. |
could have her and her son, or my drugs... a year later | was
clean. We got married and six months after that | gave my life
over to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Shortly after that |
was baptized, and that night was healed of any and all PTSD.

| have been clean for over nine years now and have allowed the
Lord to lead me through a lot of healing, deliverance, and
forgiveness. The hardest part was learning to forgive myself for
all the evil | did and people | hurt. My wife brought up the fact
that if | refused to forgive myself, | was minimizing what Jesus
did for me on that cross so | could be forgiven for all my sins. |
also realized no one is too far gone for the Grace of God.

| wanted to share my story so | could encourage anyone who is
struggling with a loved one who isn’t walking with the Lord. It is
never too late; we serve an amazing powerful God who can turn
our mess into a message, through it all. My heart is to do all |
can to encourage anybody stuck in addiction or who just needs
healing and deliverance. GOD IS SO GOOD!

-John Ashby
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PROPHECY IS KIND

he Greek definition of the word “kind” is mild,

gracious and easy to be around. If LOVE is kind,
then PROPHECY is kind. Kindness is another key to
building a prophetic company. Remember we are
building a community that is all about the New
Testament Prophetic protocol and aligning it with the
love protocol of Kindness.

An important part of the kindness protocol is to
deliver the right word with the right heart. If it is
done with the wrong heart, it is the wrong word. A
caution here is that if we are angry or have received
bad news so to speak, it is probably not the right time
to give a word as we will have the wrong heart.
Prophecy without kindness can look like a ball going
over the net in a game of tennis and hitting the target,
but it doesn’t count as it isn’t according to the proto-
col of love. We consider the word illegal because it
was not according to the “rules of the game.”: one of
which is LOVE.

Lets take a look at Jonah. He had the right word but a
bad attitude. Jonah 4:9-11. He was more concerned
about his personal comfort and prophetic prejudice
than lives and the futures of one hundred and twenty
thousand lost people. In an earlier passage, Jonah
admits that he was afraid that God might spare the
city. He knew the character and nature of God was to
be merciful and forgiving, but he chose not to include
that information in his word. He had truth, but he
didn’t share it in love. Ephesians 4:15: instead,
speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in
every respect the matured body of him who is the
head, that is Christ.” This is what we are aiming to
do as matured believers. Is your truth a sword or a
surgical knife? 1 love this illustration by Dan
McCollam : the sword kills but the surgical knife
heals. Truth should always be spoken wrapped in the
love of God as this exemplifies kindness. People are
more interested that you care than what you know.

I’'m always reminded to this scripture —“If [ have the
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries, and

TESTIMONY:

By Karen Horton

knowledge, .... But do not have love, I am nothing”.
1 Corinthians 13:2
hen it comes to prophetic ministry, the end
does not justify the means. The right word
delivered in the wrong way or wrong heart is the
wrong word.

I would like to remind us all that God’s plan for
repentance is kindness. We need to ask ourselves, “Is
that my primary plan to the prophetic?: to be kind.”
Romans 2:4 “Or do you show contempt for the riches
of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realiz-
ing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to
repentance? It clearly reminds us that God’s kindness
is crucial to lead others to repentance.

Remember that in Prophetic company, we promote
using the word of God to correct or rebuke a brother
or sister when we have relationship with them and it
must be done in love. “All scripture is God - breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness.” 2Tim 3:16. Words of
correction through prophetic words have been used in
the past, and not only was it hurtful, it has caused
many to actually leave the church. Always check
your motive—is the word I feel I'm receiving to
encourage, strengthen and comfort the brother or
sister? If unsure, write it out and pray about it before
delivering the word.

Let us once again be reminded of Ephesians 4:29:
”Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of
your mouth, but only what is helpful for building
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit
those who listen. “

When we put kindness at the forefront of delivering a
word, we will find that there will be a building of a
healthy prophetic community where everyone feels
safe and we grow together in unity for His purposes
and Glory. We speak prophetic words in a way that
benefits the listener because Prophecy is Kind.

When I attended the Identity Camp last weekend, one of the activations was to ask the Lord what type of
vehicle do you see your partner driving and give a word about that. My partner saw me as a bus driver. 1
was opening the door of the bus and inviting people to come with me on the bus. I was very excited for
people to come with me. As people started to get on the bus the bus kept expanding longer and longer. This
word really encouraged me as I have had a really tough year this year.

Another lady at the Identity Camp saw me as a person who is full of life and people are very drawn to me
because they see joy and life in me. It's been a difficult time this past year so I didn't see myself that way.
Trr]me lady said it's not what you do, but who you are, as you actually embody joy and life, it's part of your
character.

-By Mae Clowe
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YOUNG ADULTS

ALBERTA DANCE TEAM IS EXCITED TO BRING
OUR ARISE. BREATHE. MOVE. DANCE
CONFERENCE TO KELOWNA!
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For more information, email isaiah2_22@yahoo.ca

Father's

ALBERTA DANCE TEAM PRESENTS

FEBRUARY 20-22, 2025

ARISE.BREATHE.MOVE. program

Lead by Shawn Oakes (M.A.)
Cost is $20

p; I Location: War Room
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We're going to have

Contact Linda Price for more information. 250-307-8764

We believe in the principle

of tithing and First Fruits We have finally nailed down some conference dates for 2025. . .
Offerings. God has proven We want to give you heads up so that you can Brisket, Ribs, Snacks, and all
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His faithfulness as we give
J FEBRUARY 20-22ND: ARISE-BREATHE-MOVE $20.00 ENTRANCE FEE!

area of your life and watch
as God pours out His
blessings on you in 2025!

have some fun!

AUGUST 1-3RD: School of the Prophets SUNDAY,lfggs ;}{ ARY 9TH

JUNE 13-14: J.LK. Father’s Day Outing
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obedient to God in this = MAY 16-18TH: Restoring the Mantles/C.A.A.P mor'e:! Come hcmg out and
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“"WE MUST PAY THE MOST CAREFUL ATTENTION, THEREFORE, TO WHAT WE HAVE HEARD,
SO THAT WE DO NOT DRIFT AWAY” HEBREWS 2:1

The Bible reading challenge for FEBRUARY is to read the book of HEBREWS!

In the book of Hebrews, Paul elevates Jesus as superior to anyone and anything else in order to show
that he is worthy of total trust and devotion. Secondly, Paul challenges these believers to remain
faithful to Jesus despite persecution.

We are in a season of persecution and knowing what to do and how to combat it is important.
So read, and ask God for illumination and inspiration and understanding.

When you are done reading, try and complete the crossword puzzle on the back of the newsletter.
It's all about the book of HEBREWS!
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THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

All references are taken from NIV

YHAPPY

10

1M 12

13

14

15 16

17

18 |19 20

21 22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

www.CrosswordWeaver.com

ACROSS

Without it we will not see the Lord. Heb 12
Without this there is no forgiveness. Heb 9
Jesus is the Son, God is Heb 5

The Sonisthe  of God's glory. Heb1
God spoke in the past through these. Heb 1
Offer to God this type of praise. Heb 13

We can now enter God's ,Heb 4
God's enemies willbecome His _~ Heb10
We must___ others towards good deeds.
Heb10

God will write his laws on our
Our High Priest. Heb 4

One who pleased God. Heb 11

God will put his laws here. Heb 8

God's scepter is one of . Heb1
Move beyond this type of teachings. Heb 6
Man was crowed with this. Heb 2

. Heb 8
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The New Covenant made the oldone .
Heb 8

God rested from his work on this day, Heb 4
We are surrounded by these. Heb 12

These people get the solid food. Heb 5

He holds the power of death. Heb 2

"It is mine to "Heb 10

A true father does this to his kids. Heb 12
Man was made lower than these. Heb 2
Jesus sits on this side of God's throne. Heb1
The king of Salem. Heb 7

God confirmed his promise with this. Heb 6
Jesus experienced this the same way we do.
Heb 2

Don't have a heart like this.Heb 3

Hebrews 11 is all about this.

The builder of everything. Heb 3

Do not grow Heb 12



