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Matthew 25:34-45 
 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’ 
 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to 
drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?’ 
                                                                                                                                              

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, what-
ever you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart 
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his                  
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you 
did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison 
and you did not look after me.’ 
 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help you?’ 
 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me. 

The Spirit of Christmas is giving...plain and simple.  God sent His son 
to the earth to give us an opportunity for new life.  The wise men came 
with gifts to worship the King.  God asks us to give our lives, and in the 
book of Matthew God gives us a parable of how He views giving.  So 

let’s grasp the Spirit of Christmas and take every opportunity we have 
to give during this holiday season. 
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W 
e are in the season of sparkles and glitter, busy-
ness, rushing here and there as we all try to get 

the holiday preparations completed.  The world is pushing 
Santa Clause and Reindeer, rather than Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph.  Perhaps for some of us, our families are coming to 
town and we must have things in order, so we scurry about 
like mice. Perhaps for others, you may find yourself getting 
prepared for dinner parties with friends, and have many 
Christmas Celebrations to attend.  You wonder how you 
are going through this season of gift giving and supply, as 
the bills mount and financial strain is pressing down upon 
you.   
 

For others, Christmas is a painful time as you remember 
some better times.  You may have lost loved ones, or you 
may be alone, and Christmas with all the pomp and        
display just brings you into a place of hopelessness and 
despair, feeling like your grieving and sadness will never 
end.  No matter what place we find ourselves in, in this 
season, and in the chaos of the world stage, let us not    
forget to fix our gaze on Jesus the Christ Child, our       
SAVIOR, born in a manger but coming back as KING. 
 

I 
t’s time to shift our gaze, letting go of all our burdens, 
giving Him all our sicknesses and battles of the 

day.  Keeping our focus on Jesus, our Healer and Deliver-
er, our Provider, our Prince of Peace - SHALOM in every 
area is a requirement as we grow stronger and bolder for 
Him.  Mighty God, Immanuel, God with us.  Isaiah proph-
esied of the Messiah’s birth. 
 

Is. 9:2, 4-7 

The people who have walked in darkness have seen a 
great light, they that dwell in the shadow of death,   
upon them hath the Light shined….For You have    
broken the yoke of our burdens and the staff of his 
shoulder, the rod of the oppressor…for every battle of 
the warrior is with confused noise, and garments 

rolled in blood, but this shall be with burning and fuel 
for fire.   
 

For unto us a child is born, a son is given: and the   
government shall be upon His shoulder: and His 
Name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon His Kingdom, to order it and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even     
forevermore  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will        
perform it.” 

 

So let us fix our gaze on JESUS, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith, the One who triumphs over every darkness 
and evil.  The baby, the Son of God, in the manger, born of 
a virgin who found favour with God.  Focus on Him Who 
is great and is called the Son of the Highest.   
 

The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of David 
and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of His Kingdom there shall be no end.  (Luke 
1:33) 
 

We fix our gaze on the KING of kings and Lord of 
lords.  He has not left us.  Every knee will bow to His 
Magnificence.  Every head will turn as He comes in the 
clouds at His appointed time.  Yes, there will be the       
Glorious Splendour of His Majesty!  Every burden will fall 
away. Our thoughts and hearts will all turn to the One 
Who gave His Life so that we could be reconciled with the 
Father, and live in righteousness and holiness by the Power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

L 
et us stay focused on Him.  May we wake up saying 
Good Morning Holy Spirit.  Good Morning my 

Bridegroom King, as we ask Him what is YOUR plan for 
my day.  Give me the scroll that You have planned for this 
day.  The only way to stay focused on Him is through 
Prayer, staying in His Presence and the reading of the 
Word.  We are not hearers only, but we are doers of the 
Word.  This is the way to get through each day and stay 
on track.  We hear His voice for we are His sheep.  Then 
we only do what He says to do.  We go where He says to 
go.  We say what He says to say.  Oh if we could only live 
this way what a different world we would live in.  Focus is 
the key! 
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Fix 

Our  
Gaze 
By Holly Penner 
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WAYS TO GIVE: 
E-transfers: give@canadianfirewall.ca 

In Person: @ our offices during 

                Fan the Flame 

O 
ne of my weaknesses is that I don’t always follow 
through with this.  I get myself so busy that I miss 

the very thing He has asked of me. I didn’t gaze on Him 
long enough to even hear.  The responsibilities, distrac-
tions and battles of the day take me off track and soon I 
have succumbed to doing my own will and not the will of 
my Father. 
 

So let’s identify every single scripture that we are to take 
note of and focus in on it.  Speak it, decree it, Write it out, 
Believe it (dont be a doubter), Meditate on it.  Let’s protect 
our focus.  We shall fix our gaze on Jesus. Let’s make sure 
we dont do anything that God has not asked us to do.  We 
must put our hands to only those things that HE said to 
do.  Protect your holiness, your joy, your intimacy with 
God.  It is the joy of the Lord that gives you strength. 
 

God has given each of us a picture, a vision, a plan of 
what He has purposed for us.   
 

It is impossible to please God if you have no faith!  So, 
Keep your faith!  Stay focused!  Unite with those who are 
going the same direction as you.  Who you associate with 
in these days and even in this season, will either build you 
up or take you off track.  Fix your gaze on Jesus - the    
Only One who can bring you through. 

We must be diligent and only do what God says to do, and 
then whatever we put our hand to will be blessed.  This is 
a lesson I am trying to learn in these days.  Remember: 
 

BLESSED is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, or sits 
in the seat of the mocker.  But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord and in his law does he meditate on it day 
and night. (Psalm 1:1) 
 

I 
 am like a tree planted by streams of water yielding its 
fruit in its season and my leaf will not wither.  In all 

that I do I will prosper.   As we fix our gaze on Jesus our 
King, we will yield fruit in every season - I believe God to 
see the substance of what I have invested in.   As a right-
eous person, when I follow the path of the righteous and 
the move of the Holy Spirit, I will prosper.  I will bear 
fruit.  Nothing I put my hand to when I follow God, will 
fail.  My leaf will not wither.  
 

Remember:  Friendship with the world is enmity against 
God.  If we don’t have God as our first priority, then we 
have the world as our first priority and this is against 
God.  Are you giving the world your gaze?  Or is JESUS 
CHRIST, the KING your gaze? 

                                                                            - H. Penner 

PARTNERSHIP  
FOR REVIVAL! 

Some Special guests  
will include: 
 Sammy Robinson  
 Barry Wunch  
 Line Tremblay 

 Doug Sharpe  
 Kirk Smith 

 Steve Holmstrom 

 Pauline Wilcox 

 Mattieu Cloutier 

 Iris Waldner 

 Debbie Buxton 

 Jane Jones 

 Heather O’Driscoll 
 

    and others... 

Online: www.canadianfirewall.ca/give 

Phone: 236-420-1980    
             236-766-0980 

             236-766-0979 Thank You For 
Cheques: make payable to “The Harvest” 
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December 2024 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Course For Women 

Beginning in January 2025! 
   Teacher: Cheryl Smith 

    Date & Time:  TBA 
 

SIGN-UP REQUIRED! 
info@theharvest.ca 

Date: January 7, 2025 to  February 18, 2025 

Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Place: War Room 

Cost: $20.00 

MISSION: 
To equip son's (Father's) in their 

identity and roles and                       
responsibilities. 

 

WHO CAN ATTEND: 
Biological Fathers, Step Fathers, 

Grandfathers, Uncles, Single men,               
and Young men. 

 

Sign-up: 
kurt@theharvest.ca 

Identity 

Healthy Relationships 

Bonding Disruptions 

Child development 

Education & Parenting 

Mentorship & Multiplication 

Topics Include: 

For Women only 

For men only 

Staff Holidays: Office Closed  

Lifegroup  
Leaders 

Christmas Party 

       KPC 

Christmas Party! 
No Church 

Service 

No Church 

Service 

No Church 

Service 
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Fun! 
December 

Home Group  
Leaders 

If you are a Home Group Leader, 
please come and join us for a  
Christmas Turkey Dinner! 

 

Date:  December 5th @ 6:00pm 

Location:  Club House 

                  1964 Enterprise Way 

                   Kelowna 

Please bring a side dish or dessert. 
 

Contact Holly Penner if you have 
any questions. 

 

Christmas Party! 
Date:  December 9th     Time: 6:00pm 

Location:  JIK Café (Harvest Church) 
If you are a part of KPC, come and join the fun! 

We need volunteers for the  
Christmas Market! 

People are needed to run 
the Coffee shop and  
sell baking and goodies. 

 

This is a great opportunity 
to connect with people in 

the community! 
 

Please speak with Louise 
Grim if you are willing to 

help on either day. 
 

Dates: 13th & 14th 

We are looking for financial donations 
so that we can bless three families that 

are in need during this season.                
All donations can be given to the church 

thru give@theharvest.ca or can be      
deposited in the offering box. 

We are excited to announce the Dinner of Hope                                             
Theatre on Saturday, December 21st, 2024! This event will 
be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the season and make 
lasting memories with your family while sharing the hope of  

Christ with others. 
Event Details: 
 Date: Saturday, December 21st, 2024 

 Time: Doors open at 5:00 PM 

 Location: Harvest Church  
(100-2041 Harvey Avenue, Kelowna, BC) 
 

What to Expect: 
 Delicious Food for the whole family  
 Live Entertainment for all ages 

 Family Photos 

 

We are asking families to bring at least one guest to the event 
who may not know Christ. This is a unique opportunity to invite 
friends, neighbors, or loved ones to experience the power of 
the gospel. We encourage you to sign up as soon as possible 
by emailing dinnerofhope@theharvest.ca. Please let us know 
how many will be in your party, and whether you are interested 
in Santa's Office. 
If you have any questions or need further information, please 
don’t hesitate to contact. We look forward to celebrating with 
you! 

REGISTER 
SOON!!! 

‘Cause we’re runnin’ 
out of room!!! 

mailto:dinnerofhope@theharvest.ca
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rra.ca/give 

ETRANSFER:  

give@theharvest.ca   

CASH:  

Deposit during 

weekly 

services 
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WE IGNITE NATIONS   
WIN  PART 2  

 SCHOOL THAT BOTH EDUCATES AND                     
RESCUES… SUSTAINABLY! 

 

DARITA’S STORY 

 

In 2022, Darita’s parents brought her to Blue Haven School and requested her admission into 
the first grade. However, a brief quiz revealed that she had been taught almost nothing. She 
knew no English and could not even respond to “What is your name?” She didn’t know         
numbers, nor could she write, even in her native language of Hindi.  
 

Ricky and our Blue Haven team persuaded the parents not to over-
whelm their daughter but to let her start in LKG (Lower Kindergar-
ten). Our LKG teacher worked hard to help Darita begin to learn. By 
the first parent-teacher meeting, Darita had learned the entire   
English alphabet, and her parents were delighted. She is in the 
first grade and can read, write, and speak English and Hindi. She is 
so happy and a very responsible young lady, so much so that the 
teacher made her the class monitor. 
 

With the development of the second floor, the facility will qualify for the highest accredita-
tion given to primary schools. This, in turn, will help the school grow and serve more          
students, with the eventual goal of generating additional revenues to support and nurture  
orphaned and abandoned children. When that happens, we will not only be providing excellent 
education in a Christian environment but also be rescuing children who otherwise would be 
trafficked or abused, and we ’ll be doing it sustainably through funding generated locally!  
 

As of this year, the second floor is nearing completion. I realize it has taken much longer 
than we expected. But we are within the average cost of a public building in India.  We are 
deeply grateful to all of you who have contributed to this final push to the construction 
finish line!! Thank you for your support!!  



KELOWNA HARVEST NEWSLETTER 

Page 7 

For more information, email isaiah2_22@yahoo.ca 

For more information on life groups see 

 Holly Penner or Kurt Witt or contact 
info@theharvest.ca 

December classes 4th, 11th, 18th 

January classes will begin after the new year 
on January 8th. 

NEEDED 

We are looking for volunteers to provide 
home baked goods for the                   

Christmas Market. 
We will be having a bake sale during the 

market to raise funds for other events 
 

Please see Louise Grim if you are willing 
to help out. 

THE THREE WISE WOMEN...  

You do know what would have happened if it had been three 

wise WOMEN instead of men, don't you?  
 

They would have asked for directions, arrived on time, helped   

deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and 

brought disposable diapers as gifts! 

We are having a  
Shower for Nicole 

Merae and her new 

baby Joshua. 
 

DATE:  
December 2nd 

TIME:   
7:00PM 

LOCATION: 
1964 Enterprise Way  

Kelowna 

See Holly Penner for 
more  details if  

needed. 

LUCIER OPEN HOUSE!!! 
 

Come join us in celebration of 
the new year at our  

Open House 
December 31st 

6:00PM 

Please contact Art Lucier at 

250-639-4114 for address. 
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