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< of mothers.

“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage

There are Natural mothers, adoptive mothers, step-mothers, mothers-in-law,
grand-mothers, foster mothers, birth mothers, spiritual mothers.
your role, we honour you as a mother this month.

Your voice is needed, your warm words are welcome, your encouragement is
appreciated, your arms are restorative
love you. Have a Happy Mothers Day!

THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION , .......

Motherhood, one of the greatest blessings in life.
The truth is, there is more than one way to be a
mother. This month we remember and honor all kinds

No matter

and even when we don’t say it... we

information, photos, and “Dear Birth-mother”

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of letters were read and studied by expecting moth-

’

adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.’
Romans 8:15 NKJV

“Not only that, but we also who have the

firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adop-
tion, the redemption of our body.” Romans 8:23
NKJV

M any years ago, when I was in my 20’s, my
wife and 1 desired to begin a family. We

were happily married and had gone through the
process of us growing together, growing up, and
feeling like we should begin adding to our little
world. Going into marriage, my wife understood
that she might not be able to have children
naturally, so we had discussed extensively, the
idea of adoption. This led us through the incredi-
bly long process of many doctor visits and tests,
home studies, marriage counselling, personal
counselling, financial planning, having the
adoption agency interview our closest friends,
and more interviews with us as potential parents.
We had to attend marriage seminars, and travel
to weekend events which meant lots of travel
expenses and loss of work, where we were
observed and then met with more counsellors...

I wish that every couple wanting to begin a fami-
ly went through all that we had to... It might fix
a few things in many marriages, and possibly
help to create more stable homes!

Once all of this process was complete, our names
were added to a “waiting list”, where all of our

ers who wanted their baby be raised in as
“perfect” of a home as possible. The wait,
especially for my wife, was painful, but soon a
little baby boy was presented to two incredibly
nervous, young, instant parents... As much as
we were thrilled to receive our first child... we
were also very nervous... this little package had
now radically changed our lives!

A while after this amazing event, we went
through the same process again, and 7 years
later, we were blessed with a baby girl. We were
now officially an established family with 2 kids
(one of each), a dog, a cat, a mortgage, a car
loan... we, for sure, were national statistics!

Most families get to decide when they want
to begin a family, and things seem to
simply fall in place for most of them, but not so
with us. We never had 9 months to get a room
ready, and have all of the items needed for this
new arrival... No... we got a phone call, and had
to leave within a day to meet up with the
adoption agency, Lawyers, Medical staff, and
others, in order to collect this little package, and
once we were home, endure a 6 month proba-
tionary period, because people had the right to
change their mind, and it was completely out of
our control!

We were mostly conscientious and had Life
insurance and Wills in place in case something
happened to us, and decisions needed to be made
as to who would receive what, and if we were



taken early, where would the young kids live if they were not
adults, and who would be the person who would be able help
make sure our little estate would be dealt with properly and
timely, so they would receive their “inheritance” that we had
left for them.

hen I began to stumble across verses that talked of us

being adopted, waiting for our promised adoption, and
that we were “joint-heirs” with Jesus... and that a “good man
leaves and inheritance for his children and great grand chil-
dren”... I began to dig into this a little more.

When we adopted our children, we needed a lawyer for us as a
couple. The baby needed a lawyer, the birth mother needed a
lawyer, and there had to be witnesses for each party as well,
who could declare that each party was of sound mind, and able
to fulfill the requirements of the adoption process. It cost a
good chunk of finances as we were responsible to pay for all
parties involved.

All told, there were at least seven people involved in the
adoption process, and in the process of adoption, a contract
was signed that declares that these children were now “as
born” to us, and there is no law on the planet that can contest
that fact, and that these children were legally bound to the
inheritance that belonged to them. These documents were pre-
sented to a Judge who then looked them over, signed and
sealed them, then executed by the court. This process declared
that these children are now ours to raise and they have the right
to the inheritance we would leave for them.

uring Bible days “In the Roman Empire”, wills (as in a

Last Will and Testament) were officially registered and
filed at the government office. If this process was unavailable,
there was another method they could use to ensure the heirs
would receive their inheritance. A person invited the heir, the
executor and (usually) five witnesses to attend a meeting. The
person leaving an inheritance then dictated his will to a secre-
tary. When the document was finished, it was rolled up. Each
person attested that it was correct and official by wrapping a
string around it, tying it, putting a drop of wax on his knot and
then pressing his seal into the wax. Thus the will would have
seven seals.

When it was time to make the inheritance official, the heir and
the executor had to be there and a majority of the witnesses. A
papyrus from A.D. 325 actually describes the opening of a
will:

The executor says to the secretary: “In the presence of whom
did you make out the will?”

The notary answers: “The signatories.”

The executor asks, “How many signatories are there?”

The notary answers, “Seven, and four are present.”

The executor says, “Let the four subscribe that they have
recognized their own seals.”

After the signatories present had subscribed that they
recognized their own seals, the will was opened and read.

During those days, when a King didn’t have a son (or one who
could handle leading a kingdom), the king would go through
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the process of adopting a son publicly, and the the terms of his
inheritance would be written on this publicly sealed document,
with the scroll written on the front and back.

ow, in understanding their background, in reading Reve-

lation 5, we see this chapter is all about the opening of a
will. We are told that it was rolled up, but you could see that it
was written on both sides, indicating that the entire document
was full of text; it’s a Will that is very full. The setting in the
book of Revelation is a heavenly throne scene. The Will is the
Will and Testament of the Father to His “only Begotten Son”
which He declared publicly more than once.

John weeps because he thought none of the seven witnesses
were there to open the will. But in the preceding verse, it
describes the Heavenly setting in which the seven lamps were
there burning, which are the Spirits of God. All were present,
and then Jesus steps up, being the only heir, and begins to open
the 7 seals. The Will of the Father was written before anyone
else was around, and the Bible declares that before the founda-
tion of the Earth was laid - all of this was set in motion. Jesus,
came from the Father, born of a virgin, and “Begotten” by the
Father.

1l of this goes another step further, when Jesus adopts us

when he prayed, “These are mine, whom you gave Me”...
through the “spirit of adoption, as the result of Jesus going to
the Cross to pay for our sin, and making a New Covenant with
us - we too, have become “Joint-heirs” with Jesus. We are part
of the Kingdom the Father has promised to His Son.

Most people read the book of Revelation as God bringing
judgement to the earth, but it is much more about what is
happening in Heaven, as the terms of Jesus inheritance and our
adoption are now on full display. Part of that inheritance is
when the Father declares to Jesus, “Sit here on this Throne
next to Me while I make Your enemies Your footstool!”

God declares in Psalm 24 that the “Earth and the fulness
thereof, belong to Him”... He has the legal right to give it to
whom He wants!

So in the process of delivering this great Kingdom into the
hands of God’s Son, and His joint-heirs - some little kings that
boast great and blasphemous things... need to be taken out...
and this SHALL take place.

We see that The Father’s plan was made before creation, that
the Son will inherit everything... and we get to be a part of that
incredible blessing! The Word of God declares us as “joint-
heirs” with Jesus through our confession of Jesus becoming
our Lord and Savior, the One who sealed our salvation through
our faith and trust in Him, and the fact that He sealed His
covenant with us through His own blood being shed for us -
He has written our names into an eternal Document, called the
Book of Life!

ur names are in that Book of Life- we are declared “joint
heirs with Jesus”, through the spirit of adoption! Jesus
fully satisfied the requirements of every Heavenly Law, and
through His righteousness, we are covered by His Grace,
through faith and are declared a Royal Priesthood, Sons an
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Daughters of the Most High God! As He is now breaking the Highest Throne, and can never be removed- He is watching
Seven Seals on that Heavenly Document, all of the witnesses over these proceedings very carefully, and He cannot fail!
are declaring the terms of Jesus inheritance! A family! Sons Bless The Lord! - we are a part of that inheritance!

and daughters- “as if born” to God Himself! He is on the -Bill Olsen
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: . ive God what is most 1s month, for a mmimum o
Via Cash or Deb.lt: ir?’lportant to us, He has 30 MINUTES FOR 30 DAYS!
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Casey Brost washed the feet of Pastor Carol from Nanaimo, in a
prophetic act, coming in an opposite spirit against a misogynis-
tic spirit which has hindered women from finding their voice.

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

A group of 25 ladies were
fortunate enough to go and
minister in Nanaimo at our

Finding Your Voice
Women’s Conference

time, God met us and history
was shifted. Thank you to
everyone who came and
served, for those who donated
their time, money and energy
to see it succeed. Here are a
few highlights.

Pastor Jen
shared her
incredible story,

Esther Brost taught flagging
and the power of movement to
ladies who wanted to expand
their abilities.

Our First Nations
ladies gave honor gifts
to those who
welcomed us into

their territory

100 stones were
exchanged for 100
roses

Toshi & Katheren ministering to

some of the women.
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AGAPE CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
GHANA

Richard's Journey: Overcoming Health
Challenges to Pursue Education

i Richar‘d's journey to Agape Children's Home was marked by adversity,
| but his determination to overcome obstacles has been genuinely inspiring.
¥ He came to us through the Department of Social Welfare (DSW) after
§ his older sister was unable to care for him due to his health challenges.

B sickle cell anemia, a condition he and his sister were previously unaware
i of. Despite this challenging revelation, Richard's spirit remained
o undeterred. He was also significantly behind in school, having only
completed kindergarten by age 11.

WiTh the support and resources provided by Agape Children's Home, Richard began his
journey to catch up academically and thrive despite his health challenges. He started in the
remedial classroom, receiving tailored support fo address his educahonal needs His
determination and hard work paid off when he entered grade 3 at Agape B

Academy International. o

Last year, Richard fransitioned to IPEL International School, where he Bl
entered Junior High School 2. He is currently in his final year of Junior ¥ ¢
High School, poised to graduate and pursue his dreams for the future.k
Richard's resilience and dedication to his education are a shining example -
of the impact of our programs at Agape Children's Home. With your S
support, we can continue to provide children like Richard with the care
education, and opportunities they need to thrive.

At Agape Children's Home, we believe every child deserves a safe
nurturing environment where they can thrive and reach their full poten- g
tial. Through the generosity and support of donors like you, we have @&
provided love, care, and educational opportunities to children who have |
faced unimaginable challenges.

N o
If you would like to make _VE @‘ lt"‘hehawest.ca
a donation towards one of gl IN PERSON:

DO N ATE our Wings of Hope Homes WEBS'I‘TE- @ our Harvest OF,Ci(.:es

You may do SO Via: thehary,
eSt.Ca “dOh
a-ce”
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Make a Difference!




ACTION4 CANADA
Protecting Faith, Family and Freedom

God Keep our Land Glorious and Free

Campaigns to Educate, Equip and Empower Citizens

Take Action Night for
Our Children and Our Community

FRIDAY, MAY 17TH, 6-8PM

(3" Fridav of each manth)

MAIN STREET MARKET
2041 Harvey Ave, Kelowna

ActionaCanada WalkaRevival
Passo"o' tn Pamocosl

May 4™, 2024 May 11'", 2024
11:00am — 12:00 pm 11:00am — 12:00pm
City Hall SD 23 Board Office
1435 Water Street 1040 Hollywood Rd S

presents:

'CANADA

THE TRUE NORTH IN A POST-ROE WORLD

THURSDAY - MAY 2ND - 7:-00 PM
The Kelowna Harvest Church
2041 Harvey Avenue
(Entrance South of Woodfire Bakery)

ONE SCREENING ONLY!

ADMISSION BY DONATION
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RESTORING
THE MANTLES

Che Ahn Charlie Robinson Sammy

wEsTVaR

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 2024

West Coast

RENEW, & LOURISH

7‘;/'0 )1 4 Wk‘&[/// (2"

EPHESIANS 6:10 AMP

FRIDAY, MAY 10 - 7PM | SATURDAY, MAY 11 - 10AM

@ @ O

GUEST SPEAKER HOST PASTOR GUEST SPEAKER
Heather Lucier Lina Gabeli Shirley Robinson

REGISTER AT WESTWOODCC.CA | 1294 JOHNSON ST, COQUITLAM

MOTHERS
DAY
TO
ALL
OUR

These meetings are for those who have completed
the 3 hour training.
Upcoming Dates: April 29th & May 13th
Start Time: 7:00PM

REVIVAL MEETING
FAITH

"~ W KELOWNA
HARVEST
MR CHURCH

FREEDOM
MAY 11~ 6PM
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@ Join us for a Baby Shower honoring

BR(w &) l'\h Get connected in 2024}
Rutland

e o be e
e MW Quail Ridge
Lake Country
Black Mountain
Lower Mission

At MAINSTREET CENTER g . : E West Kelowna
2041 HWY 97 Interestedin joining or leading a life group? Penficton

| Contact Kurt at kurt@theharvest.ca Vernon/Armstrong
A\ Young Adults

ShuEE > P

WEST OTTAWA COMMUNITY i \

CHURCH . ‘\)\)§ 4

MAY 18 2PM

MAY 3= 5" 2024 WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30 PM
OTTAWA, ONTARIO Gotto WWW.rra.ca for more info For location, contact John Ashby @ 778-345-5049

YOUNG ADULTS~fun in the :

FRIDAY, MAY 3 & 31

Kelowna City Park by the basketball courts
@ 6pm

Food, sports, fun, socializing, outreach.
Join us for a cold plunge!

FRIDAY, MAY 17 TO MONDAY, MAY 20
Wells Gray Provincial Park

May long weekend

Campfires, hiking, waterfalls, paddle boardln

YOUNG ADULTS
will be meeting every
other Friday! Contact:
I[saiah2_22@yahoo.ca

SATURDAY |y it 10tonss
S]]TIIIIJ MAY4TH  fimmesd |~ o oy

I g’ All hands on deck.’ HumMAN RESOURCES
e :

We call it
Mother’s Day,
but fechnically
you still have
to work.

One Vacalion day
a year?! Thal's
all T get?!

Thanks to Wilma Melendez

AL'I'I-IOUGH SOLOMON WAS 'ﬂ-IE WISEST MAN
ON EARTH HE COULD NOT AGURE AN EASY
SOLUTION FOR HAVING HUNPREDS OF
MOTHERS-N-LAW

Q}{ oy Qa#, Page 7
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All Scriptures are from NIV

If your enemyis hungry, do this to him. (Ch12)
Paul called himselfan __ of God (Ch1)
The law brings this (Ch4)

Never be lacking in this. (Ch12)

We are this though him who loved us. (Ch8)

Ifitis evil we should be aboutit (Ch16)
What can seperate from the love of God (Ch8)
Ifitis good we should be aboutit. (Ch16)

You can overcome evil with this. (Ch12)
God is both kind and this also. (Ch11)

Let God be true and everymana___ . (Ch3)
They knew God but they did not him.
(Ch1)

Jesus was raised forour___ (Ch4)

Stories in the Bible are there to bring this.
(Ch15)

Dont be an instrument of this. (Ch6)
This brings condemnation on yourself (Ch2)
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Romans 116
L0 s foo w,
M carn (gé
: Q ROMANS 8:31
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1 Fleshly minds desire things of the .(Ch8)
3 The power of God brings this. (Ch1)
4 Justification through faith brings this. (Ch5)
6 \We are blessed when these are forgiven (Ch4)
7 You shall not .(Ch7)

This increased because sin increased. (Ch5)
We are to be dead to this. (Ch6)

There is none of this for those in Christ. (Ch8)
Living according to the flesh brings this. (Ch8)
We should be a slave to this. (Ch6)

The gift of God to us. (Ch6) (2 words)

Be _ byeach others faith. (Ch1)

Sin should not be allowed to reign here. (Ch6)
This causes us to be short of His Glory. (Ch3)
Every knee will do this. (Ch14)

This is part of the Kingdom of God. (Ch14)



